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Hermaphroditic ma\ be true or false. True hermaphroditism is the
presence of both testicles and cnaries in the same person. Some
biologies assign this term to the simultaneous possession of complete
sets of both male and female reproductive organs enabling the person
to become both father and mother. Such cases ha\e been described,
but their authenticity has noi been established. Persons \\ith external
organs of one sex and genital glands of both sexes undoubted!}' occur.
Chappie recorded the case of a person whose bodily configuration,
external genitalia, and sexual beha\iour \\ere feminine, but who at an
operation for inguinal hernia was found to have a testicle. In a case
recorded by Rutherford a child \uth the external genitals of a normal
boy was found in an operation for inguinal hernia to have a uterus,
tubes, and ovo-tesies.
True hermaphroditism is embryologically possible because the early
embryo possesses the rudiments of both sexes, namely, the Wolffian
ducts, uhich develop into the male organs other than thetestes, and
the Miillerian ducts, which are the precursors of the female organs
other than the ovaries. Both the testes and the ovaries probably develop
from the genital gland, the former from the central or medullary portion,
the latter from the superficial or cortical portion. Hermaphroditism
therefore is a condition in which there is failure of one of the pairs of
ducts to atrophy completely.
In pseudohermaphroditism, androgyny or gynandry, the external
genitals belong partly to one sex and partly to the other sex, but the
genital glands are unisexual, testicles or ovaries. Two types exist,
Masculine     masculine and feminine. In the former the external genitals resemble
#P*             those of a female, because the rudimentary penis is in a state of hypo-
spadias extending to the scrotum, and thus imitates a vulva. When the
testicles are undescended, the resemblance to the labia majora is
complete. There may even be a vagina of normal length and calibre
rendering the person sexually potent as a woman. In such a complete
case the sex may never be discovered except for the fact that menstrua-
tion never occurs; the sexual characters and libido may be those of a
male or of a female (Chappie). Rectal examination would show the
absence of a uterus and tubes.
Feminine type In the feminine type the external genitals resemble those of a male,
owing to hypertrophy of the clitoris, which looks like a penis, narrowing
or obliteration of the vagina, and partial or complete union of the
labia, simulating a scrotum. Prolapse of the ovaries into the labia
majora makes the resemblance complete. A case like this was reported